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Week 2 of the 2011 Legislative Session is now complete, and the primary focus remains on the budget, however, we are expecting Representative Cody’s balance billing ban to be introduced soon.  We are working closely with WSMA to prevent this and as soon as we have bill numbers, we will be asking the WSRS members to contact their local legislators and ask them to oppose this bill.  HB 1311, improving health care in the state using evidence-based care, has been introduced and named in memory of Dr. Bree.  This legislation would create processes similar to the Advanced Imaging Workgroup that Dr. Bree championed to look at other health care issues.  Representative Cody also held a work session this week on the consolidation of health care practices and hospitals purchasing physician groups.  It is unclear what she intends to do; however, significant concerns were expressed about the trend of hospitals purchasing physician groups.  
Other issues are expected as session progresses.  If you have any questions, please contact Brad Boswell at 206-300-6270 or boswellconsulting@gmail.com.
	
Bill Tracking Summary


	Medium Priority Bills
	Sponsor
	Position
	Status


	

	S1086
	Making 2011 supplemental operating appropriations.
	 
	Hunter
	Monitor
	H, WAYSDPS


	

	1087
	Making 2011-2013 operating appropriations.
	 
	Hunter
	Monitor
	H, Ways & Means


	

	1228
	Regarding naturopathic physicians.
	 
	Green
	Monitor
	H, HC/Wellness


	

	1290
	Concerning mandatory overtime for certain health care employees.
	 
	Green
	Monitor
	H, Labor/Work Dev


	

	1311
	Improving health care in the state using evidence-based care.
	 
	Cody
	Monitor
	H, HC/Wellness


	

	1315
	Concerning the employment of physicians by nursing homes.
	 
	Kelley
	Monitor
	H, HC/Wellness


	Calendar Items


	1/21/2011
	1290
	Health care employee OT
	Labor & Workforce Development
	
	8:00 AM
	HHR C


	1/26/2011
	1228
	Naturopathic physicians
	Health Care & Wellness
	
	8:00 AM
	HHR B


	1/27/2011
	1311
	Health care collaborative
	Health Care & Wellness
	
	10:00 AM
	HHR B


	Bill Tracking Details


	S1086
	Operating sup budget 2009-11
	Hunter


	Representatives Hunter, Alexander, and Darneille
	
	Requested by
Governor Gregoire


	
Makes 2011 supplemental operating appropriations.

	Companion Bill:
	5095  Operating sup budget 2009-11
	S, Ways & Means

	Full Text URL:
	http://www.leg.wa.gov/pub/billinfo/2011-12/Pdf/Bills/House Bills/1086-s.pdf


	1087
	Operating budget 2011-2013
	Hunter


	Representatives Hunter, Alexander, and Darneille
	
	Requested by
Governor Gregoire


	
Makes 2011-2013 operating appropriations.

	Companion Bill:
	5094  Operating budget 2011-2013
	S, Ways & Means

	Full Text URL:
	http://www.leg.wa.gov/pub/billinfo/2011-12/Pdf/Bills/House Bills/1087.pdf


	1228
	Naturopathic physicians
	Green


	Representatives Green, Jinkins, Schmick, Hinkle, and Appleton
	
	


	
Revises scope of practice provisions for naturopathic physicians.

	Companion Bill:
	5152  Naturopathic physicians
	S, Hea/L-T Care

	Full Text URL:
	http://www.leg.wa.gov/pub/billinfo/2011-12/Pdf/Bills/House Bills/1228.pdf


	1290
	Health care employee OT
	Green


	Representatives Green, Cody, Van De Wege, Sells, Kenney, and Reykdal
	
	


	
Prohibits mandatory overtime for certain health care employees in facilities owned and operated by the department of corrections or by a governing unit in a correctional institution that provide health care services to inmates.

	Full Text URL:
	http://www.leg.wa.gov/pub/billinfo/2011-12/Pdf/Bills/House Bills/1290.pdf


	1311
	Health care collaborative
	Cody


	Representatives Cody, Jinkins, Bailey, Green, Clibborn, Appleton, Moeller, Frockt, Seaquist, and Dickerson
	
	


	
Requires the state health care authority to convene a collaborative, to be known as the Robert Bree collaborative, to identify health care services for which there are substantial variations in practice patterns or high utilization trends in the state that are indicators of poor quality and potential waste in the health care system.
Requires all state-purchased health care programs to implement certain evidence-based practice guidelines or protocols and strategies.

	Full Text URL:
	http://www.leg.wa.gov/pub/billinfo/2011-12/Pdf/Bills/House Bills/1311.pdf


	1315
	Physicians at nursing homes
	Kelley


	Representatives Kelley, Schmick, Cody, Hinkle, Van De Wege, Miloscia, Jinkins, Seaquist, Angel, and Harris
	
	


	
Authorizes certain nursing homes to employ physicians for the provision of professional services to its residents under certain circumstances.

	Full Text URL:
	http://www.leg.wa.gov/pub/billinfo/2011-12/Pdf/Bills/House Bills/1315.pdf




Page 1 of 2

